
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

OF THE STATE OF IDAHO 

IN THE MATTER OF APPLICATION ) 
FOR WATER RIGHT NO. 65-13750 ) PRELIMINARY ORDER 
IN THE NAME OF VALBOIS INC. ) VOIDING APPLICATION 
& VALIFT, INC. ) 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On August 27, 1990, Valbois, Inc. & Valift, Inc. (applicant) filed application to 
appropriate water no. 65-13750 with the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR). The 
application was revised on April 10, 1992. 

2. IDWR corresponded with the applicant on April 17, 1996, requesting additional 
information and inquiring about the current status of the project. 

3. The applicant did not respond to the request for information. On July 3 1, 1997, 
IDWR sent a Notice of Intent to Void Application for Permit requesting that the applicant 
withdraw its application or explain why IDWR should not void the application. 

4. The applicant responded that it had filed for chapter 11 bankruptcy, and that 
action to affect its assets should be held pending the outcome of the bankruptcy. 

5. On August 29, 1997, IDWR responded to the applicant's letter. IDWR's letter 
stated that the applicant had not adequately responded to the request for information. 

6. A possible investor named Mina Associates communicated with IDWR 
telephonically, stating that it was in the process of acquiring the application in a court 
proceeding. The prospective owner was informed that it needed to obtain an assignment of the 
application for permit. An assignment to Mina Associates was not received. 

7.  Henry E. Houst, Jr., an attorney representing one or several of the entities 
involved in the development, wrote a letter to IDWR on December 10, 1997, explaining the 
restructuring of the organizations proposing the ski resort. 

8.  IDWR responded to his letter on December 1 1, 1997, stating that it expected an 
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assignment of the application for permit, documentation of accessory interest in the proposed 
place of use by the new owner of the water right application, and the list of officers of the various 
new organizations. 

9. On May 14, 1998, Henry Houst wrote a letter to IDWR stating that he had 
prepared an assignment of the application for water permit and that it would be forwarded to 
IDWR upon its execution. No assignment was sent to IDWR. Officers of the various entities 
having an interest in the project was also not submitted. 

10. Various representatives of the development visited with IDWR staff about this 
application, but have not submitted any additional information. 

11. On May 30,2000, IDWR sent another Notice of Intent to Void application for 
permit no. 65-13750, reiterating that requested information had not been submitted. 

12. Information in the files shows that the applicant, Valbois, Inc. & Valift, Inc. are 
not longer viable entities. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. Idaho Code 3 42-204 in the Rules and Regulations of IDWR state that, if an 
applicant does not submit requested information to IDWR within thirty (30) days of the request, 
IDWR may void the application. 

2. Valbois Inc., & Valift, Inc., the applicants for application for water right no. 65- 
13750, have failed or refused to submit the requested information to IDWR. The application 
should be voided. 

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that application for water right no. 65-13750 in the name of 
Valbois, Inc. & Valift, Inc., is VOIDED. 

Dated this [&ay of August, 2000. 

96% 
L. Glen Saxton 
Chief, Water Allocation 
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